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Letters to the Editors 





Revised Sunday Schedule Badly Needed 





Earlier Service Would Help 


123 Contemplation Avenue 
Eeumenical City, U. S. A. 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

WITH THE COMING of summer my 
thoughts have turned to a dilemma that 
many of us face year after year. If 
parishioners sometimes seem perverse and 
obstinate, ministers sometimes seem un- 
sympathetic and unrealistic. One area of 
misunderstanding is in the observance of 
the Sabbath. Generally speaking, Sunday 
is the one day of freedom from regularly 
scheduled duties for the laity, and, in one 
sense, the one day of regularly scheduled 
duties for the clergy. Consequently there 
commonly is a sort of tug of war between 
them in regard to church attendance, and 
in too many instances the clergy loses. 

I often wish ministers would develop a 
new strategy instead of merely following 
the same old paths that have been used 
for years on-end. Of course we ought to 
go to church, but I wonder at times if 
ministers think man was made for the 
eleven o’clock church service. Maybe I 
am wrong, but it seems to me that the 
church service or preferably church serv- 
ices were made for man. With that 
thought in mind this and some succeeding 
letters will deal with some of the prob- 
lems laymen face. 

I sincerely wish for once in my life that 
I might be eloquent as I plead for some 
re-thinking of our needs in view of pres- 
ent-day living conditions. 

In countless homes during the coming 
months and throughout the year, for that 
matter, families and individuals who have 
only Sunday free will wish to visit their 
parents, children, or friends, or will wish 
to go to the beach or to the mountains, 
etc. Immediately the question of Sunday 


school and church attendance arises. 
Many settle it by forming the habit of not 
attending either. Others, especially if 
they have children, plan to leave immedi- 
ately after Sunday school, They may wish 
they didn’t have to miss church but »be- 
cause of the distance, e. g., may feel there 
is no alternative. 

The result in either case is that as they 
seek fellowship with loved ones, or rec- 
reation and relaxation on their day of 
rest they leave without the blessing and 
benediction of the church rather than with 
the blessing and benediction of the 
church, It is tragic for both, but there is 
a way out. 


FOR A LONG TIME I have been im- 
pelled from within and compelled from 
without to meditate about this and other 
related dilemmas. One conclusion is that 
our Catholic and Episcopalian brethren 
are wiser than we are in their custom of 
having one or more masses preceding 
their high mass or their eleven o’clock 
morning worship. 

We naturally will not or may not agree 
with their content or form, but I have 
come to believe that it is psychologically 
sound to give worshipers some measure cf 
freedom both as to the hour of worship 
and the kind of worship that best meets 
their needs. 

It would appear that most of us Prot- 
estants seem to proceed on the theory that 
the morning service which follows the 
Sunday or church school is sufficient to 
meet the needs of everyone from child- 
hood to old age. My belief now is that 
that is an unfortunate assumption and 
that it is partly responsible for the situa- 
tion in which we find ourselves. Children, 
as well as many older people, are notice- 
ably absent, and there are many reasons 
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besides perverseness for their absence. 
Moreover, I question whether the situation 
will change much if we keep on in the 
same old way. 


FOR MANY REASONS I wish we might 
try having more services instead of ex- 
pecting everyone to attend the one serv- 
ice. Thus I believe it would be exceed- 
ingly worthwhile to have a simple serv- 
ice before the church school meets for 
those who for one reason or another do 
not, cannot er will not attend the later 
service. Then in the case of our Sunday 
travelers, if they do not attend a service, 
at least it will not he because the church 
has made no attempt to provide one for 
them. 

The attendance at an earlier service 
might not be large, but in this connec- 
tion I wonder sometimes whether we have 
not become so dependent on numbers that 
we forget that Jesus himself devoted 
much of his time to individuals and small 
groups. 

In later letters I shall have more to say 
about the kind of service I have in mind 
as I have thought particularly of the 
needs of children, young parents, and the 
older members of the church. 


Thoughtfully yours, 
HOPEFUL PERPLEXED PILGRIM. 


P. S. best there be some misunder- 
standing I should add that I have not for- 
gotten that some churches still have eve- 
ning services. I believe they are most 
worthwhile and that more churches ought 
to have them because they also fill a cer- 
tain need. However, like the eleven 
o’clock service they fail to meet the needs 
of some groups within the church family. 


@ EDITORS’ NOTE—OUTLOOK readers 
will probably have many helpful sugges- 
tions about this problem. Do not hesitate 
te send them in for use on this page. 


Report—One of Finest 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


I have just finished reading the report 
on “National Security and the Christian 
Message” in the current issue of THE 
OUTLOOK. It is one of the finest state- 
ments on the present situation that I have 
read. (OUTLOOK, May 7, 14.) 

I am wondering whether it is possible 
to obtain copies. It is the kind of thing 
I should like to distribute to my congre- 
gation. 


GEORGE A. ALLEN, Jr. 
Delanco, N. J. 


®@ EDITORS’ NOTE—This report, which 
the Assembly “commended to the church 
for study,” like reports of earlier years, 
may be secured from the Board of Church 


Extension, Henry Grady Bldg., Atlanta 3, 
Ga. 





Montreat College 


for young women 
ANNOUNCES 1951-52 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
*12 $100 Music Scholarships 
*12 $100 Talent Scholarships 
Write now for information and ap- 
plication to: 
J. Rupert McGregor, President 
Montreat, N. C. 
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Church Forced to Expel Chiangs 


Frank Price and Other Missionaries Reported Mentioned 


Hong Kong (RNS)—Generalissimo 
and Madame Chiang Kai-shek have been 
expelled from the Communist-controlled 
Chinese Methodist Church, press reports 
reaehing here stated. 

Announcement of the expulsion was 
made at a mass accusation meeting in 
Shanghai attended by members of vari- 
ous denominations. 

Bishop Kiang Changchuan, who bap- 
tized the generalissimo as a member of 
the church, was required to criticize 
himself at the mass-meeting for his ac- 
tion. 

The reports also said that Bishop 
Kiang accused two American mission- 
aries, one of whom was Sidney Ander- 
son, associate pastor of Moore Memorial 
church in Shanghai, at which General 
Chiang was baptized. Mr. Anderson is 
now in the United States. 


The meeting reportedly adopted a 
resolution demanding strict punish- 
ment for several] American mission- 
aries now under arrest, including 
Frank W. Price, veteran Southern 
Presbyterian missionary. 


The Communist promoters of the 
meeting also required the delegates to 
denounce alleged crimes committed by 
foreign missionaries throughout the 
country. 

Protestant leaders and pastors were 
reported to have denounced the Kwong 
Hsueh Hui, a missionary publishing 
house said to have published 2,000 
books during its 65 years of existence. 
It was charged that 60 per cent of these 
were anti-Communist and designed to 
promote the American way of life. 

The Shanghai meeting decided to hold 
further denunciation sessions to ‘‘ferret 
out American spies from Chinese Chris- 
tian circles.’ 





MODERATOR’S APPOINTMENTS 





The Assembly’s Moderator, J. R. Mec- 
Cain, has made the following appoint- 
ments: 


PERMANENT NOMINATING COM- 
MITTEE, 1954: P. D. Miller, W. L. 
McColgan, Mrs. W. J. Powell. 


AD INTERIM COMMITTEES: On 
Insurance—W. E. Price, chairman: John 
Wellford, W. A. L. Sibley, H. Allan 
Scott, J. R. Neal. On Study of Synodi- 
cal Boundaries—H. Kerr Taylor, chair- 





man; A. W. Dick, M. C. Patterson, E. L. 
Repass, R. McFerran Crowe. 


COMMISSION on the Dissolution of 
Snedecor Memorial Synod: Harry K. 
Holland, chairman; Ministers: J. L. 
Plexico, A. E. Dallas, Jas. I. Paisley, 
Wm, T. Baker, E. B. Wooton, W. H. 
McIntosh, W. E. Phifer, C. D. Patterson, 
Dwight M. Chalmers, J. B. Ledford, B. 
O. Wood, J. K. Roberts, C. H. Patterson. 
Elders: Frank L. Taylor, Henry C. 
Morris, E. V. Van Keuren, Dr. W. C. 
Ttate, Adrian Williamson, E. H. 
Nicklies, E. O. Harder, Jr., R. B. Win- 
chester, Sam Criswell, J. J. Norton, J. J. 
Love, Earl A. Brown, C. Raine Sydnor. 


Methodist Leader 
Sees Confusion of 


Religion, Patriotism 


Reminds That Christianity Is 
More Than ‘‘ American Affair’’ 


Salem, Ore. (RNS) — Methodist 
Bishop Gerald H. Kennedy of Portland 
struck out here at what he called a cur- 
rent tendency to confuse religion with 
patriotism and to make Christianity 
‘“‘purely an American affair.’’ 

In a sermon at the closing session of 
the Oregon Methodist Conference the 
bishop used as his theme the prophet 
Jeremiah who, he said, finally spoke his 
beliefs after overcoming the fear of be- 
ing called a traitor. (See next page.) 





A Lutheran missionary who re- 
cently returned to this country from 
China, according to the Alabama 
Christian Advocate, was shocked at 
what she found here. ‘I saw more 
drunkards on the streets of Minne- 
apolis in one week,’’ she observed, 
“than I had seen in almost eight 
years in heathen China. [I learned 
that out of three marriages one ended 
in divorce. I was grieved when I 
looked at our nation’s expenditures 
for non-essentials for one year— 
liquor, ten billion dollars; horse 
races, six billion dollars; tobacco, 
four billion dollars; movies, two bil- 
lion dollars. . . .” 

Commenting on the missionary’s 
observation, the editor of the Advo- 
cate declared, ‘I cannot voucn for 
the correctness of her figures, but 
if they are correct, or approximately 
so, then my private opinion publicly 
expressed is that we ought to send 
over to China and get some mission- 
aries for this country.’”’ To which 
we give a hearty ‘“‘Amen.” 

In some respects we are becoming 
the most hypocritical people in the 
world. We extol the virtues of our 
American heritage, yet many people 
are doing everything in their power 
to undermine that heritage. We talk 
about our Christian way of life while 
countless numbers of people, inside 
and outside the church, treat our 
Christian ideals with contempt. We 
praise the democratic processes, yet 
multitudes of citizens refuse to raise 





As Others See Us 


their voices or lift their hands to 
make democracy work. We talk 
glibly about preserving the faith of 
our fathers, yet in our demands for 
liberty and license and freedom to 
do as we please we make a mockery 
of Christian standards of morality 
which through the years have made 
this nation great. Our generation 
wants liberty without law, privilege 
without responsibility. One needs 
only to look at the way our money 
goes to tell where our heart is. . 


We see many healthy signs in our 
American life today. But we also 
see dangerous trends in our national 
life. There is a definite tendency to 
throw off all moral restraints. The 
doctrine of expediency is practiced 
all the way from Capitol Hill down 
to the average individual. So many 
think that anything they can get by 
with is all right. 


The tragedy is that, like the Phari- 
sees of Jesus’ day, we keep on 
mouthing platitudes, keep on trying 
to justify our crooked thinking and 
our evil ways. Herein is our weak- 
ness: We think we are better than 
we are. In the sight of God we may 
be worse off than some of the na- 
tions that make no pretense of being 
motivated by Christian ideals. At 
least, the self-righteous and the 
pharisaic are always harder to con- 
vert than out-and-out sinners. — 
NORTH CAROLINA CHRISTIAN AD- 
VOCATE. 














He urged Christians to “root up and 
break down the half-truths” that put- 
ting everything into armaments will as- 
sure peace, that freedom must be un- 
controlled and undisciplined, that peo- 
ple have a choice only between security 
and license, and that the United States 
can have full national sovereignty in to- 
day’s world. 

Bishop Kennedy asserted that this 
country’s right to moral leadership of 
the world is open to question in the 
light of its emphasis on such evils as 
liquor and gambling. 

“Every church should have a war de- 
partment,” he said, “to destroy and 
overthrow” such things, of which Chris- 
tianity is an enemy. 

The bishop said he still believes there 
is a chance to convert Communists to 
the gospel instead of shooting them, and 
that he is just as worried about a “‘grav 
fringe of neutrality’’ as about Method- 
ism’s accused ‘“‘pink fringe.”’ He called 
the church “the most constructive, hope- 
ful institution’ in the land and said it 
should keep its fet rooted in the past 
but its head moving with the times. 

Public Righteousness Sunday 

Reading Pa. (RNS)—Clergymen of 
most of this city’s Protestant churches 
pushed their Senate 
crime investigating committee’s probe 


support of the 


into organized gambling here by observ- 
ing ‘‘Public Righteousness Sunday.” 


The ministers launched a pulpit cam- 
paign against “social evils which are 
undermining the moral fabric of our 
people and the life of the nation.” They 
told their congregations that such con- 
ditions are the fault of the community 
itself which ‘‘allows such breeders of 
crime and moral and spiritual corrup- 
tion to exist.”’ 

(The Senate committee rocked the 
community by serving subpoenas on 22 
persons including those in high public 
places. The committee chiefly is inter- 
ested in organized gambling in inter- 
state commerce. ) 

Most congregations were urged by 
their leaders to cooperate with the Sen- 
ate committee by supplying it with evi- 
dence of gambling, preferably docu- 
mented, and signed by two witnesses. 


Anderson Calls for Church 
To Take ‘‘Reducing Exercises’’ 

Waukesha, Wis. (RNS)—‘‘Reducing 
exercises’’ were prescribed for the Pres- 
byterian Church in the USA in a blunt 
message delivered here by the church’s 
new moderator, Harrison Ray Anderson 
of Chicago. 

Dr. Anderson told the Wisconsin 
synod’s centennial meeting that the de- 
nomination must ‘‘get the fat off its 
waist.’”’” The “heresy” of the church to- 
day, he said, is “sloppy administration 
and wasted funds.” 





The Inquiring Reporter Asks About: 





Most Important Actions 


What was the most important thing the Orlando Assembly did? 


F. H. JUNKIN, Elder, Schreiner in- 
stitute, Kerrville, 
taken toward the dissolution of Snede- 
cor Synod. 
the ultimate outcome, will bring before 


Texas—The = steps 


This action, no matter what 


the Assembly and our church the neces- 
sity of further strengthening our Negro 
work. 

P. D. MILLER, Minister, Druid Hills 
church, Atlanta, Ga.—From a practical 
standpoint, I would say the most im- 
portant thing done was to make the 
church year correspond to the calendar 
year beginning Jan. 1, 1954. That will 
do three things: (1) Save confusion in 
the minds of our people; (2) put finan- 
cial campaigns in the fall where they 
belong; (3) clear the pre-Easter season 
for evangelism. 

GEO. L. COOPER, Minister, Over- 
brook church, Richmond, Va.—The pre- 
Assembly conference on evangelism im- 
pressed me—the astounding fact that 
there are in America 70,000,000 peeple 
not members of any church. Of the 80,- 
000,000 church members only 
really support the church. What a chal- 
lenge to our church! 

H. R. MAHLER, Jr., Minister, Nor- 
ton, Va.—The action in regard to Snede- 
cor Synod shows that our church is 
moving toward greater concern for and 
fellowship with our Negro brethren. 
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S. W. BONDURANT, Elder, Blacks- 
burg, Va.—The challenge of the Tith- 
ing Adventure. It will encourage sacri- 
ficial giving. Experience has shown 
that those who tithe support the church 
causes and receive a great blessing from 
such giving. 

GRAHAM G. LACY, Minister, Central 
church, Washington, D. C.—Allan 
Frew’s fraternal greetings. Let’s be 
“Frew” with all bickering over reunion 
with the USA Assembly! The spirit of 
the brother and the content of his mes- 
sage were revealing and heartening. 

MARION A. BOGGS, Minister, Sec- 
ond church, Little Rock, Ark.—The 
Christian reply to the Christian com- 
munication from the USA church. After 
90 years, the USA church acknowledged 
words spoken, articles written, charges 
made and resolutions adopted that were 
unworthy of Christ, and asked forgive- 
ness. In reply, the US church acknowl- 
edged words spoken, articles written, 
charges made and resolutions adopted 
that were unworthy of Christ, and asked 
forgiveness. What hath God wrought! 

W. E. PHIFER, Jr., Minister, Central 
church, Kansas City, Mo.—The aboli- 
tion of Snedecor Synod, because it rep- 
resents a step forward in the solution 
of a Christian social problem. 
moving in the right direction. 
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The movement for efficiency, he said, 
should include committees of five in- 
stead of 15, one conference instead of 
three and $3-a-day hotel rooms instead 
of $8-a-day rooms for persons on church 
missions. 

“How many men should be graduated 
from our seminaries?”’ he asked. ‘‘That 
question has been asked at more than 
160 General Assemblies of the church 
and no one has come up with a definite 
answer. It wouldn’t take General 
Motors 160 years. What should 
be the overhead operating cost of the 
church? Any business in Wisconsin 
ean figure this out, but we haven't.” 


Miller Named to Council Group 


Francis Pickens Miller, Charlottes- 
ville, Va., elder, has been named to at- 
tend a meeting of 25 of the world’s lead- 
ing theologians in Rolle, Switzerland, 
July 20-30. These men will act as an 
advisory group on the theme of the next 
World Council of Churches Assembly to 
be held in Evanston, Ill., in 1954. Colo- 
nel Miller was a member of the recent 
Orlando Assembly. 

The group of 25 will be expected to 
“state clearly and simply what the es- 
sential common message of the churches 
is’ and in what way that message can 
be presented. 


Agencies List Receipts 


Benevolences received by Assembly 
agencies for the first two months of the 
church year, through May 31, are as 
follows: 
Annuities and 
$38,836; 
183. 
Christian Education (Richmond), 
$16,142; decrease, $2,290. 
General Fund (Atlanta), $........ 
Church Extension (Atlanta), $80,024; 
increase, $56,448. 
World Missions 


534; 


Relief (Louisville), 
decrease from last year, $2,- 


(Nashville), $159,- 
increase, $22,703. Program of 
Progress, $27,530; decrease, $50,516. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


Construction to Begin On 
Columbia Seminary Library 

Columbia Seminary’s $350,000 library 
building is to be started soon, with only 
$20,000 of the remaining funds still 
lacking. A new campaign is getting 
underway, however, for an additional 
$150,000 to care for additional needs 
for library facilities. The seminary re- 
cently received $100,000 to be used 
for enlarging and extending the semi- 
nary’s administration building—if the 
full $350,000 sum for the library is re- 
ceived. Student officers for next 
year include: Edward Hopper, presi- 
dent; Robert Lawrence, vice-president; 
John Sadler, secretary; William Scho- 
tanus, treasurer. Members of 
the Society of Missionary Inquiry elected 
the following: Thomas Young, presi- 
dent: Don McCall, vice-president; David 
Anderson, secretary; David Parks, treas- 
urer. 
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@ Is it possible for current ‘‘loyalty programs’’ to destroy 


fundamental human rights which ought not to be surrendered? 


Security and Freedom 


HE AMERICAN PEOPLE have 
throughout their history been de- 
voted to the concept of freedom. 

They have been equally jealous of their 
national security. 

The most stirring words provoked 
from the lips of great Americans have 
been those proclaiming either the rignts 
of the individual or the individual’s de- 
termination to defend his country with 
his life. 


In most periods of American his- 
tory, the preservation of both individ- 
ual liberties and the nation’s security 
did not make for conflict. 


An exception occurred in 1798, when 
Congress passed the so-called Alien and 
Sedition acts punishing, among other 
victims, those Americans who could be 
accused of saying or writing anything 
that would defame the Adams adminis- 
tration or incite opposition to it among 
the people. 

Domestic politics and fear of the in- 
fluence of a foreign power, France, 
merged to bring legislation which ap- 
peared ‘un-American’ to men like 
Thomas Jefferson and James Madison. 
Adams’ party went down to defeat in 
the controversy inspired: by the laws, 
and the laws themselves were repealed. 

+ * * 

IN THEIR subsequent history, Ameri- 
cans have had to face questions of secur- 
ity only in time of war. Restrictions on 
the Bill of Rights and individual lib- 
erties were tolerated for but brief 
periods after the Civil War and Werld 
War I. 


The period following World War 
II, however, has confronted the 
United States with a new problem, 
that of maintaining individual lib- 
erties while protecting itself against 
subversion from without and within. 


The threat of French sympathizers in 
1798 seemed fantastic, in retrospect. 
There is nothing fantastic about the 
threat of Russian Communist sym- 
pathizers today, and on that question 
all Americans are agreed. 

Thus the pursuit of both security and 
individual freedoms in 1951 makes for 
conflict. If the American people give up 
their individual liberties in the process 
of achieving security, they may end 
with only the kind of security Hitler 
and Stalin gave their own people. With- 
out security, on the other hand, the 
freedoms themselves will be lost. 

* ~ * 

TO DATE, those Americans who serve 
their government have borne the brunt 
of this inevitable conflict. All parties 
agree that government has both the 
right and the duty to employ only those 


JULY 2, 1951 


By MAC LOWRY 
Washington News Correspondent 


whose loyalty to the United States is un- 
questioned. 

In the fulfilment of its duties, the 
government operates through two pro- 
grams. One was established by an ex- 
ecutive order of President Truman 
March 21, 1947, and requires that the 
loyalty of every government employee 
be investigated and passed upon. 


The other program is the security 
program enacted in a series of con- 
gressional amendments to govern- 
ment appropriations bills, the most 
famous of which is the so-called ‘‘Mc- 
Carran rider,’’ known for its author, 
Sen. Pat McCarran (D.-Nev.) These 
amendments give government ad- 
ministrators absolute discretion in 
employing, or retaining in employ- 
ment, individuals who have access to 
classified information. 


Like the Alien and Sedition acts of 
1798, the government loyalty and secur- 
ity programs have become involved not 
only with the threat of foreign influ- 
ence but with domestic politics. The 
charge by the ‘‘outs” that the “‘ins’’ are 
“soft”? toward Communist infiltration 
into government, affected the election of 
1950 and will figure heavily in 1952. 

* a * 


HOW TO SAFEGUARD the individ- 
ual rights of government employees 
while protecting the security of the 
government service is a subject upon 
which honest and reasonable men can 
differ. But it is also a subject which 
can be distorted for purely political pur- 
poses. 


The administration of the loyalty and 
security programs is being carried out 
against the background of a new politi- 
cal phenomenon known as ‘“‘McCarthy- 
ism,’”’ named for the junior senator from 
Wisconsin, who on George Washington’s 
Birthday in 1950 charged that the Staite 
Department alone had 212 Communists 
employed. 

Had “McCarthyism” not appeared to 
succeed in the 1950 congressional elec- 
tions, the problem of maintaining a 
loyal government service would yet re- 
main. But it would be a different prob- 
lem. 


Sen. McCarthy’s allegations remain 
the most extreme _ statements in 
Washington of one side of the prob- 
lem. The most extreme statements 
on the other side allege that in their 
fear of “McCarthyism” government 
security officers are refusing to clear 
any American about whom any 
charge can be made from any source. 


The truth is difficult to ascertain, for 
not even the members of Congress, to 
say nothing of the press, have an inside 
look at the operations of the security 
clearance program. There are no 3ta- 
tistics, no common procedures among 
agencies, and the security officers refuse 
to state the standards upon which indi- 
vidual employees may be found “secur- 
ity risks.” 

* * * 

EVERY CASE MUST be judged sep- 
arately, they report. But neither the 
employee nor his lawyer nor the secur- 
ity officer wants to air an individual 
case in the nation’s press. 


Against this background, those 
judges, the American people, cannot 
be reached. They must rely Only 





Threats to Freedom 


Philadelphia (RNS)—Nine trends in the United States were cited by 
the Friends Peace Committee of Philadelphia as threatening civil liberties 


and freedom. 


‘‘There is rapidly developing in the U. 8S. a drive for uniformity and 


for the suppression of opposition views . 
religious philosophy of Friends,’’ the Quaker statement said. 


. which is the antithesis of the 
It was 


issued for the 207th Yearly Meetings of the Arch Street and the Race 
Street Friends, which jointly sponsor the peace committee. 

The committee cited the following trends as cause for alarm: 

(1) Loeal and national loyalty oaths. 


(2) Politically-inspired trials. 


(3) Plans for regulation of manpower. 

(4) Inereasing censorship and control of press and radio. 

(5) Exelusion and deportation of ‘‘unreliable’’ foreigners. 

(6) Attempts to fasten conscription and universal military training 


upon youth. 


(7) Use of civil defense to create a war psychology. 
(8) Labeling of liberal ideas as subversive. 
(9) Increasingly frequent attempts at thought control. 








upon the hope that the absolute dis- 
cretion vested by Congress in the 
government agencies is being ex- 
ercised by reasonable men. . 


(Copyright, 1951, Dayton Daily News, 


Atlanta Journal, Miami Daily News.) 
@EDITORS’ NOTE—Liberal portions 
from this important series will appear 
in these columns in coming issues. 
They are made available to our readers 
through the courtesy of Mr. Lowry. 


Assembly Proceedings 


Continued from last week’s issue 


© NOTE—The report on the Orlando 
Assembly was interrupted last week in 
the midst of the report of the standing 
committee on Church Extension which 
was adopted on Monday afternoon. We 
take it up at that point. 


Christian Relations: The year’s re- 
port (OUTLOOK, May 7, 14) is cor- 
dially commended to the church for 
study. The Assembly recognized and 
underscored “the urgent need on the 
part of our membership as a whole for 
a greater knowledge of the social prob- 
lems set forth in this report.” Adult 
and youth groups are encouraged to get 
copies of the report from the Division 
of Christian Relations (Henry Grady 
Bldg., Altanta 3, Ga.) and study it. 
Suggested changes in the Confession of 
Faith regarding marriage and divorce 
will be carried over for another year of 
study. The three church papers and the 
Presbyterian Survey are asked to carry 
“brief summaries of bills likely to affect 
the moral standards and practices of our 
people which may be presented to the 
Congress of the U. S., to the end that 
our members may make such matters a 
subject of prayer and may take any fur- 
ther action which may be appropriate 
for Christian citizens.”” The Assembly 
unanimously, as was true in all these 
other cases too, opposed and deplored 
‘the flagrant and giamorous advertising 
of the liquor interest in popular maga- 
zines, newspapers, billbeards, radio and 
television.’” The Council on Christian 
Relations was asked to study and report 
on the problem of alcoholic beverages 
as it affects the Christian home. 

Negro Work: In addition to the major 
discussion reported above on this work, 
the Assembly commended to the Young 
People of the Assembly, the Scrivner 
Fund for the education of Negro minis- 
ters. 

USA Celebration: 150 Years of Home 
Missions—The moderator was asked to 
send an appropriate message to the 
Presbyterian, USA, moderator on the 
occasion of the church’s 150th anni- 
versary of the beginning of its national 
mission work (at that time it was the 
Southern church’s work too). The Com- 
mittee on Cooperation and Union is also 
to bear this celebration in mind when 
it arranges for the interchange of fra- 
ternal delegates. ) 


MONDAY EVENING 


Stillman College really put itself on 


the map on the final evening of the As- 
sembly. A bus-load of students, faculty 
staff members plus those in other cars 
made the trip from Tuscaloosa te pre- 
sent the Diamond Jubilee pageant of 
the college, “Our Shining Heritage.” 
The pageant had been presented at the 
recent commencement exercises in the 
fine, new auditorium on the campus 
there. It was “compiled, arranged,writ- 
ten and directed” by Alfreda Gibbs Car- 
penter, Emerson Mae Land, Verdelle 
Day Martin and Myrtle Williamson and 
it was enthusiastically received by the 
Assembly. Dr. Hay, Dr. Batchelor, Mr. 
Williams (pastor of the college church), 
Mrs. Maxwell (daughter of the Snede- 
cors) and others had speaking parts in 
the pageant which traced Stillman’'s his- 
tory and background since 1866; the 
first students were taught by Dr. Still- 
man in 1876. The Stillman Chorus di- 
rected by Alfreda Gibbs Carpenter was 
a feature. The Assembly took an offer- 
ing to help defray the expenses in pre- 
senting the program. It is understood 
that the offering amounted to approxi- 
mately $500. 


TUESDAY MORNING 


Commissioners had seen the possibil- 
ity of adjourning late Monday night but 
after the Stillman program they were 
told that the remaining major report 
was long and involved and they voted 
to consider it next morning. 


General Council 


The Stewardship Committee’s report, 
with its budgetary considerations, has 
always been the longest report of the 
Assembly; now that the General Coun- 
cil has been given stewardship and 
other responsibilities it has even more 
problems to consider. The report pre- 
sented by the chairman of the standing 
committee, Colonel Miller, had 59 rec- 
ommendations. It was adopted as pre- 
sented with only one exception—slight 
modification of the Equalization Fund. 

Declining gifts: The Assembly said: 
“Inasmuch as the amounts asked for the 
Assembly’s causes have been reduced 
from year to year——-on the synods’ and 
presbyteries’ level——-the synods and 
presbyteries (are) requested to do 
everything in their power to correct this 
trend—a trend which is_ seriously 
crippling the Assembly’s program.’ D. 
F. Helm, Hot Springs, Va., suggested 
returning to the presbyteries and ascer- 
taining why the trend is downward. 





Last year at the Massanetta Assembly, 
he said, reference was made to a creep- 
ing paralysis in gifts to world missions; 
it is also true of other causes. If we 
can’t make amends, we might as well be 
congregationalists. 

A budget of $4,800,276 was approved 
for 1952-53. In addition, the Historical 
Foundation is to be included for $19,- 
635. The latter item is being paid this 
year from the General Fund and will 
continue to be so paid, though consider- 
ation had been given to putting this 
under the Office of the General Assem- 
bly. 


No “Padding” 


In considering the budget, a question 
was asked from the floor as to whether 
or not the proposed totals did not in- 
clude about 20% “padding.” Dr. 
Patton, the executive secretary, replied 
that the figures had been “cut to the 
bone.”” Original askings, he said, had 
amounted to more than $6,000,000. 
Contrary to the opinion expressed, he 
said in five of the last seven years, the 
agencies have received more than had 
been asked. In the past two years they 
have received less. 

Equalization Fund: The General 
Council and its standing committee rec- 
ommended a revised formula for ad- 
ministering this fund. There was no 
objection to the formula but Chas. G. 
McClure, Charlotte, N. C., opposed the 
fund itself and moved to strike it out. 
He charged that it does “not play 
strictly honest with our people.” He said 
$10,000 (5%) taken from $2,000,000 
of World Missions money would restrict 
the work of that Board. There are 
other causes in our church to which we 
are opposed and we thereby make Mis- 
sions support those causes. An Equal- 
ization Fund, he predicted, will cause a 
greater decrease in receipts as the years 
go by. The Reorganization of the As- 
sembly, he said, has caused a decline in 
gifts for many people thought the 
Equalization Fund was already in effect. 


“We Raise the Budget” 


P. D. Miller said, [ appreciate the way 
some people feel about the budget, but 
my church (Druid Hills, Atlanta) is a 
Presbyterian church. We do not freeze 
anything in the benevolence budget; we 
raise it. Suppose, for example, during 
the Week of Self-Denial for World Mis- 
sions, snow and ice covered the church 
and this fund came up $250,000 short; 
they would not then object to the Equal- 
ization Fund. As a matter of fact, he 
said, a representative of the World Mis- 
sions Board proposed the present for- 
mula now being considered. 

J. C. Crenshaw, Greensboro, Ga.. pro- 
posed an amendment which continues 
the fund except when individuals re- 
quest that gifts to a particular cause 
shall not be subjected to the five per cent 
levy for the fund. Wm. H. McCorkle 
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supported this amendment, saying ‘“‘We 
all have items in the budget that have a 
special appeal.’”’ C. H. Patterson, Blue- 
field, W. Va., was all in favor of an 
Equalization Fund of this type. He 
said 98% of the people don’t care and 
the other two per cent can be cared 
for by the proposed amendment. 

The amended recommendation was 
adopted. The Equalization Fund is now 
removed from the General Fund and 
will be formed by the 5% contributions 
from the participating agencies. 

Special offerings for the Defense Serv- 
ice Department ($100,000, Mother’s 
Day, 1952 and 1953) and for Overseas 
Relief and Inter-Church Aid (Easter) 
were authorized. 

The proposed million-dollar centen- 
nial fund of the Board of Education 
(1961) with no campaign in local 
churches was authorized. 

The plan proposed by the General 
Council whereby secretaries of Assembly 
agencies would have been installed be- 
fore the General Assembly was referred 
back to the Council with instructions to 
make provision for such installations in 
the Boards or other agencies involved. 

Three presbyteries last year asked 
that lay missionaries be given some kind 
of official recognition. The Assembly 
now requests presbyteries to arrange 
for and supervise such services, ordi- 
narily in the church where the lay mis- 
sionary has his membership. 


Christian Days on Calendar 


Approving a recommendation of the 
General Council on an overture from 
East Hanover Presbytery, the Assembly 
included Easter and Pentecost in 
the church calendar for the first time. 

The “Tithing Adventure” was 
strongly commended to every congrega- 
tion by the Assembly and all were urged 
to participate either as scheduled, Sept.- 
Dec., 1951, or Jan.-Mar., 1952, “‘thereby 
bringing to a successful conclusion this 
part of the financial program of the 
Program of Progress.’””’ Though Higher 
Education, the Assembly’s Training 
School and Negro Work are to be con- 
tinued in the budget as they now are 
for 1952-53, the Program of Progress 
will officially terminate March 31, 1952 
and the promotional office and staff are 
to be discontinued ‘‘as early thereafter 
as records can be cleared.” 

An ad interim committee on insurance 
was to be named (by the moderator) to 
study ‘‘the whole question of surety 
bonds and insurance of various kinds in 
regard to the Assembly’s agencies.’’ 
This same committee was also given the 
assignment proposed by St. Johns Pres- 
bytery relative to the possible forma- 
tion of a non-profit insurance organiza- 
tion with the General Assembly profit- 
ing from the earnings. 

The relation of the Assembly to edu- 
cational institutions is to be studied by 
the Board of Education, with recom- 
mendations to be made to the 1952 As- 
sembly concerning “any changes in ex- 
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isting or proposed relationships it may 
deem wise.” 

A 1953-54 churchwide campaign for 
Negro Work and Stillman College was 
approved. Though no _ objective is 
named, this is generally talked of in 
terms of $1,000,000 to $1,500,000. 


Church Year Changed: 1954 


Only one word of objection was heard 
to a change in the church year to coin- 
cide with the calendar year beginning 
January 1, 1954. W. E. Phifer, Kansas 
City, said his church was already operat- 
ing on the calendar year and would 
not consider any other method. It 
facilitates the raising of the budget and 
clears the pre-Easter season for evan- 
gelistic activities. This step was strongly 
urged by the Re-organization Commit- 
tee of 1949 but was deferred for study 
by the General Council. Only scattering 
Noes opposed adoption. 


Lexington Presbytery’s overture ask- 
ing that agency secretaries not be al- 
lowed to stay in standing committee 
meetings for the full time was answered 
in the negative for, said the committee 
and the Assembly, “the procedure sug- 
gested is the procedure now followed.” 

Norfolk Presbytery’s inquiry into 
“the tremendous overhead” which it be- 
lieved to be increasing in Boards and 
sub-committees was answered in the 
negative. The Assembly said: (1) All 
work undertaken has been undertaken 
on specific instructions of the Assembly; 
(2) The Reorganization has been so 
recent that it is too soon to evaluate 
overhead costs; (3) The General Coun- 
cil has a committee already studying 
this matter which will report to the next 
Assembly. 


Agency Publications 


Four overtures protesting the multi- 
plicity of agency publications were an- 
swered by referring the matter to a 
committee to be made up of three mem- 
bers from the General Council and 
three from the Board of Education for 
study and report through the General 
Council to the next Assembly. 

An overture from Central Texas 
Presbytery urging that the Assembly 
recommend to its Boards ‘‘the tmvest- 
ment of sizable portions of their securi- 
ties in full coverage loans to churches 
for construction” was answered in the 
negative. 

Dr. R. A. Law, one of the vice-moder- 
ators, said he was from the presbytery 
where the overture originated, he 
thought the policy was a good one and 
had noted that THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OUTLOOK had favored it editorially. 
He wanted to know why a negative 
reply was being made. It was explained 
verbally that some churches’ were 
known to have defaulted in the payment 
of loans in the past and that it was 
not considered wise to establish a policy 
on this matter. 


The advisability of establishing a 
Presbyterian center in Atlanta is to be 
studied by the General Council. 


A. R. P. and U. P. Letters 


Wm. H. McCorkle presented, for the 
special committee, the communications 
authorized to go to the A. R. P. and 
United Presbyterian churches. These 
were unanimously adopted by a stand- 
ing vote as follows: 


To the General Synod of the Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian Church 


Dear Brethren in Christ: 


The members of the 91st General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S. were disappointed to receive 
the information that your Synod was 
not led of the Lord to enter into a union 
with us at this time. We express to you 
our Christian love and esteem, with 
the hope that in the near future God in 
his gracious guidance will lead these 
two historic Presbyterian bodies into a 
union of organization, for, we affirm, 
he has already led us into a unity of 
spirit and purpose. 

Our committee stands authorized and 
ready to discuss with you, at your will, 
mutually acceptable plans for the con- 
summation of these purposes without 
reference to previous proposals and ac- 
tions. 

We join with you in forgetting the 
things which are behind and pressing 
forward to things which are before. 

Fraternally yours in Him, 


J. R. McCAIN, Moderator. 
E. C. SCOTT, Stated Clerk. 


To the General Assembly and Presby- 
teries of the United Presbyterian 
Chureh of North America 


Dear Brethren in Christ: 


The 91st General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, meeting in Orlando, Fla., has 
heard with great joy the greetings of 
your fraternal delegate, and we rejoice 
that your Assembly has been so willing 
to join with us and other Presbyterian 
and Reformed bodies in exploring ave- 
nues of cooperation and acquaintance. 
We believe that the things we hold in 
common overshadow the things that 
separate us, and we earnestly trust that, 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
the way may soon be clear for the 
achievement of a still greater unity. 

It is obvious that we face a common 
foe; ours is a common faith; and we 
strive for a common victory through a 
risen and reigning Lord. We continue 
to pray with you the prayer of our Lord 
Jesus, “Thy will be done.” 

J. R. McCAIN, Moderator. 
E. C. SCOTT, Stated Clerk. 


President Woodson of Flora Mac- 
donald College offered the resolutions of 
thanks. 

Colonel Miller led the concluding wor- 
ship, bringing the closing session nearly 
to noon. 

The moderator declared the Assembly 
adjourned to meet June 5, 1952 at the 
First church, Charleston, W. Va., at 
7:30 p. m. 
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EDITORIAL 


Assembly Evaluation 





Without singling out one or two ac- 
tions as the most important of the Or- 
lando Assembly, let us look at several 
which seem to us to have some signifi- 
cance, 

The Reorganization. Even more than 
last year, the soundness of the Reorgan- 
ization of the Assembly was recognized. 
Occasional efforts to chip away at it or 
to cast a slur on it were completely 
unwelcome to the Assembly. The Equal- 
ization Fund was maintained. A hand- 
ful of commissioners expressed opposi- 
tion but that is always to be expected. 
The standing organization 
again proved its worth and the Assem- 
bly’s business was transacted with dis- 
patch after two days of thorough con- 
sideration. The standing committee on 
the Office of the General 
obviously did not consider the full im- 
plications of having the retiring mod- 
erator name the committee chairmen 
for the next Assembly so we still have 
that hurdle to cross. The long-overdue 
action of conforming the church year 
to the calendar year is so obviously de- 
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sirable that no opposition developed. 
The expenses of commissioners together 
with the present custom of meeting on 
the edges of our church may require 
later comment in these columns. 


Church Union. No one in the As- 
sembly could fail to sense what seemed 
to be the tides of the Spirit moving us 
on toward the Presbyterian reunion 
which has been the object of countless 
prayers for generations. No one with- 
out a heart of stone can fail to be 
touched to his depths by the genuine 
petition unanimously adopted by the 
USA Assembly and forwarded to us. In 
the same way, it is equally moving to 
see the reply adopted by our Assembly 
and authorized to be sent, together with 
the USA letter, to every one of our 
ministers and Sessions. Well informed 
people expected hardly any different ac- 
tion from that which was taken by the 
A. R. P. General Synod, as deeply as 
it is regretted. At the same time we 
help being sympathetic with 
those fine, young leaders in the A. R. P. 
church who are so sorely disappointed 
by the large vote in opposition to any 
union and the action discharging the 
committee. In regard to these brethren, 
On the 
USA-United Presbyterian level, however, 
we have an increasingly impressive list 
of approved avenues of cooperation and 
acquaintance which challenge our ex- 
ploration. Most of these will be effec- 
insofar as 


cannot 


we can only watch and pray. 


tive only individuals and 
groups in synods and presbyteries take 
definite steps along the lines commended 
by the Assembly. 

The Cooperative Hymnal. Positive 
actions by several Presbyterian bodies 
encourage us to feel that the total Pres- 
byterian resources in this country may 
be directed to the production of a really 
great hymnal. Even the ARPs favored 
participation in this effort though they 
were careful to say, “‘This does not 
imply that this hymnal would be an offi- 
cial hymnal of our church, but recog- 
nizes that we have a definite contribu- 
tion to make in the preparation of a 
book of praise.’’ All evidences so far 
indicate that, even with some costly sac- 
rifices, this project will move forward. 

Snedecor Synod. Probably better than 
the step which was taken looking to- 
ward the dissolution of Snedecor Synod 
as a separate synod for Negroes was the 
strong, purposeful desire of the Assem- 
bly that it move ahead toward a Chris- 
tian pattern in our Negro work. The 
action taken is contingent upon steps 
which may or may not be taken by other 
bodies, but so far as the Assembly is 
concerned or can bring about a better 
situation than we have long had, it 
seems to be perfectly clear that this 
highest court of the church has its 
heart right in relation to this issue and 
wants to bear its witness. No one can 
reasonably think that the step recom- 
mended is the final solution. As Colonel 
Miller put it, “It is but a small and 


feeble step,’’ but it is a step, and the 


temper of the Assembly, as demon- 
strated by the tremendous response to 
the Miller address (OUTLOOK, June 
25) and the subsequent vote, leaves no 
doubt as to its readiness to move for- 
ward. This, we think, even more than 
the action taken, is the encouraging in- 
dication. 

National Council. Opponents of Chris- 
tian cooperation who attack the National 
and World Councils might well be 
discouraged, but doubtless they are not. 
Year after year, it seems, the same 
struggle must be faced. The standing 
committee needlessly compromised one 
or two of its replies on this question, 
but the Orlando Assembly needed no 
such compromises. There may have 
been a day when some _  compro- 
mises may have been inevitable but 
that day is gone. We do not need to 
give any standing to those who chip 
away at the increasingly solid structure 
of Christian cooperation. The termina- 
tion- of the memberships of Drs. Alex- 
ander and Richards on the Council’s 
executive committee, now the General 
Board, should not fail to elicit a full 
measure of thanks to those men for 
long, faithful and effective service in 
representing our church. In a task 
which has not been easy, they have 
striven manfully. Their successors, 
Drs. Lacy and Land, will also have the 
full and enthusiastic support of the 
church. 

How to Win. The Assembly is, or 
should be, thought of as a ‘‘deliberative 
body.’”” In one session, however, it 
acted more like a camp meeting. The 
decision on Montreat College, whatever 
the merits of the case may be, was 
made without the consideration of a 
single fact. If ever mass psychology 
was used, this was the time. If men’s 
emotions were ever appealed to for a 
decision, here was a prime example. And 
the General Assembly, which would 
probably insist that it is calm, delibera- 
tive and cannot be stampeded, never 
knew what had hit it. Much of this 
was brought about, it should be said, 
because the auestion was allowed to be 
put before the Assembly’s rule requir- 
ing an equal division of the time was 
complied with. 

Other significant matters will be com- 
mented on later. It should be said that 
the Assembly’s actions, on the whole, 
were well considered and moved in the 
right direction. The sum total gives 
grounds for encouragement. 





Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 


Including Presbyterian, U. 8. and U. 8. A. 





eBridgewater, Wa., 138 members and 
Dayton, 44 members. August 12, 19, 26. 
One service in each church each Sunday. 
Located in Valley of Virginia, 12 miles 
Massanetta Springs, near caverns and 
Skyline Drive. Desire beach area in Vir- 
ginia or Maryland with bathing and salt 
water fishing. Manse exchange. W. H. 
Ramkey, Bridgewater, Va. 
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grin the desk of one of our Presbyterian 
sone leaders, whose picture, familiar all over FLO RA MACD ONALD 
tate, the church, shows not a whisker, not 
oat even a five o’clock shadow, that minis- M, 
- this ter turned out this charming and de- COLLEGE - 
parry vastating reply: ; * 
es de “tt was certainly kind of you to RED SPRINGS, N. C. a 
quir- wre. It is interesting to find FULLY ACCREDITED ; 
an your ideas relative to whiskers and SENIOR COLLEGE 4 
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| that violation of the laws of God. Dr. Marshall Scott Woodson, President. 
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let us agree that Adam wore whiskers. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Oklahoma Has Good 
Start On $150,000 


Oklahoma News Letter 





The Presbyterian, US, Synod of Okla- 
homa, whose total benevolences for 
1949-50 amounted to less than $50,000, 
is launching a two-year $150,000 build- 
ing fund campaign for the Goodland 
Indian Orphanage. Despite the size of 
this objective, churches are rallying to 
support the campaign and more than 
half the needed sum has already been 
pledged either by individuals or by 
churches officially putting the sum in 
their budgets. Twelve Oklahoma 
churches have gone “over the top.” 





We Teach 


“The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of Wisdom.” 

There are many theories 
the process of learning. 
old and new 


concerning 
There are many 
methods for stimulating 


learning, for adding to one’s ability to 
retain learning. All of these things de- 
pend on there being a starting point for 
learning. 

That starting point is BELIEF IN 
GOD. Until you have a sincere and pro- 


found awe for God, a deep respect for 
God, a desire to co-operate with the will 
of God, until you have these feelings you 
are incapable of learning. Recognition 
of the overall power and sovereignty of 
Almighty God is essential to learning. 


SCHREINER 
PRESBYTERIAN MILITARY COLLEGE 


Andrew Edington, Pres. 
Kerrville, Texas 





Goodland, which last fall celebrated its 
100th anniversary, cares for 209 In- 
dian children from 12 tribes. 


Dry Forces Get 
*“Bone-Dry” Bill 


Oklahoma’s United Drys feel that 
they have won a great victory. Although 
the Legislature passed only one of three 
major laws advocated by the Drys, the 
bill which was passed and which Gov- 
ernor Johnston Murray signed was a 
“bone-dry” bill. This measure permits 
the federal alcohol unit tax officers to 
help enforce the _ state’s prohibition 
statutes. The United Drys led the fight 
which defeated a repeal of prohibition 
in Oklahoma in 1949. An illustration 
of the effect of this ‘‘bone-dry” law 
is the protest of a prominent Enid boot- 
legger that intervention of federal 
agents is wrecking his business and that 
whiskey prices have jumped $8 to $12 
a case. ‘“‘When I have to go to a 
neighboring wet state,’”’ he said, ‘‘pur- 
chase from a wholesaler and truck it 
back into Oklahoma, that is when [| am 
going to close up; and it looks like that 
time is just around the corner.” 


Mennonites to Sign Loyalty 
Oath With “Reservation” 


Oklahoma Mennonites have informed 
Johnson Murray they will 
sign the non-Communist loyalty oath 
In a letter 
to the governor, J. W. Vogt, chairman 
of the Mennonite Brethren Conference’s 
committee of reference and council, set 
out the church’s official views. Men- 
nonite objections to the oath law are 
based on the provision which requires a 
state employee to swear or affirm he 
‘‘will bear arms if necessary in times 
of emergency.” Mac Q. William, at- 
torney general, recently ruled that per- 
sons with religious scruples could still 


Governor 


“with mental reservation.” 





OUR CHURCH’S 
ONLY SCHOOL 
FOR NEGROES 
As fares Stillman, so 


fares our work with the 
Negro people. 


STILLMAN COLLEGE 





Address, Samuel Burney Hay, President, Box 483, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


@Have you as a Southern 
Presbyterian and a loyal 
Christian ever done any- 
thing directly and person- 
ally for Stillman? 


eWhy not write Stillman 
in your will? 


@Why not send your per- 
sonal contribution, today? 








ment, beautiful campus. 


PEACE COLLEGE 


First and second-year college courses; two years of high school. 
General, Commercial, Home Economics, Music. 
academic efficiency, spiritual sincerity. 
Glee Club, Sports. 
tions for 1951 session should be made now. 

William C. Pressly, President, Raleigh, North Carolina. 


Transfer, 
Program develops self-control, 
Cultural advantages. Modern equip- 

All courses accredited. Applica- 
For catalogue, write 








J. RUPERT McGREGOR, President 





MONTREAT SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 


College Preparatory School 
Accredited by Southern Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools 
Located in the “Land of the Sky,” Western North Carolina 


MONTREAT, N. C. 








sign the oath and it would be construed 
to mean they would serve in non- 
combatant capacities in time of war. 
(RNS) 


Bader Says Church Relations 
Are Now at Record Best 


Interdenominational relations are bet- 
ter today than they have ever been be- 
fore, Jesse M. Bader, evangelism direc- 
tor of the National Council of Churches, 
told 2,000 persons at a mass-meeting 
recently in Enid. ‘The days of back- 
biting and criticism of church against 
church are almost over,” he said. Now- 
adays denominations are trying to outdo 
each other in the nice things they have 
to say about one another.” The city- 
wide Protestant rally was held in Con- 
vention Hall under the auspices of the 
Disciples of Christ Oklahoma State Con- 
vention to mark the close of the Con- 
vention’s 51st annual sessions here. 
Earlier, the delegates approved a reso- 
lution urging Oklahoma congressmen 
to support a federal bill providing wheat 
for India. They also went on record 
against any kind of federal aid to paro- 
chial schools and the appointment of a 
presidential envoy to the Vatican. The 
churchmen expressed support of the 
efforts of the United Drys of Oklahoma 
to keep the state free from liquor. 
(RNS) 


Miscellany 


Twelve Presbyterian ministers in 
Oklahoma City (6 USA, 4 US, 2 UP) 
have continued a monthly fellowship 
breakfast meeting since last February 
when all their churches joined in the 
annual preaching mission. . . . Central 
church, Oklahoma City, has employed 
as its custodian, Nikole Alemow, a 
Russian DP, about 62 years old, who 
spent 10 years in Siberia. This 
church (Central) recently moved to a 
new location and is in the midst of a 
building campaign. With a goal of 51 
members between Christmas of 1950 
and Easter of 1951, the congregation 
welcomed more than that number. . 





Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 


R. B. PURDUM, President. 
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R. Wilbur Babcock, retired USA min- 
ister, was a very effective supply pastor 
in Central church. . The new con- 
ference grounds at Lake Texoma are 
expected to be ready for next summer’s 
eonferences. . . Meanwhile the usual 
conferences will be held at Oklahoma 
Presbyterian College in Durant, with 
selected leaders going to Mo-Ranch and 
Montreat. . Members of the Hope- 
well Baptist church near Edmond have 
completed a wigwam-shaped house of 
worship, begun in 1947, which cost $50,- 
000. Members of the church contrib- 
uted the labor. . Bill Gould, who 


has completed one year at Austin Semi- 
nary, is assisting at the First church, 
Duncan, this summer. . Rosemary 
Reily, DRE of the First church, Owens- 


boro, Ky., will become DRE at the 
Duncan church September 1. 
PAT N. BASTERLING. 
Duncan. 





QUEENS COLLEGE 


In September Queens will offer 
young women a new program lead- 
ing to an A. B. degree in home and 
community studies. Fully accredited, 
liberal arts college. 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 
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GUNS 
or 


BOOKS? 
WHICH? 
BOTH! 








Selected soldiers with guns will win the campaign. 


Christian men with ideas will win the war. 


Atheistic Communism will be defeated by youth who wiil out- 


think, out-plan, out-live, and out-love the Communist. 


Men with books should labor as arduously as men with guns. 
We need Christ 
to motivate the hearts of men whose keen minds seek to solve the 


We must demonstrate the efficiency of democracy. 


problems of our contemporary world. 


Our Church colleges are training camps for Christian thinkers! 


PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH 


HUNTER B. BLAKELY, Secretary 


Box 1176 - Richmond 9, Virginia 


SEMINARIES 


Austin 
Columbia 
Louisville 


Union 


General Assembly’s 


Training School 


COLLEGES 


Agnes Scott 
Arkansas 

Austin 

Belhaven 

Centre 

Davidson 

Davis and Elkins 
Flora Macdonald 
Stillman 
Hampden-Sydney 
King 

Mary Baldwin 
Montreat 
Presbyterian 
Queens 
Southwestern 


Westminster 





JUNIOR COLLEGES 


Lees-McRae 
Mitchell 

Peace 

Presbyterian Junior 
Schreiner Institute 
Lees 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
David E. 
assistant 








Wilkinson, 
pastor of the 
Knoxville, Tenn., 
the Plaza church, 
effective in mid-July. 
John G. Kirckhoff, of the Ormewood 
church, Atlanta, 


who has been 
First church, 
has accepted a call to 
Charlotte, N. C., 


will become pastor of 





PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
———— Furnnilire 


* * EARLY DELIVERY - - 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 











PULPIT-CHOIR 
! CONFIRMATION 
BAPTISMAL 


DOCTORS 
MASTERS 










the Tenth 
N. C. 

W. Mellwaine Thompson from 
Hampden-Sydney, Va., to 3808 Seminary 
Ave., Richmond 27, Va., where he will 
join the Union Seminary faculty. 

L. Duane Woodfin from San Ber- 
Calif., to Community Presby- 
Orcutt, Calif. 

M. B. Durway has resigned as pastor 
of the Gretna, La., church in order to 
undergo hospital treatments for about 
a year. 

Luman J. Shafer (Reformed Church), 
chairman of the Japan Committee of the 
Foreign Missions Conference for many 
has returned to Japan as a mis- 
sionary. 

Kred Clark from Jackson, Miss., to 
401 E. St. Peter St., New Iberia, La. 

S. T. Harris, Jr., formerly of Kings- 
ville, Ohio, has become pastor of the 
Coleman Place church, 116 Shelton 
Ave., Norfolk 13, Va. 

J. Kemp Hobson, missionary on fur- 
lough, from Richmond, Va., to Medina, 


Avenue church, Charlotte, 


nardino, 
terian church, 


years, 


Texas. 
D. A. McRight from Premont, 
to Walnut St., Yoakum, Texas. 
F. E. Manning from Lashmeet, W 


Texas, 





WNitchell 5210, 


The strongest, handiest fold- 
ing table made. For banquet e 
church and school use Write ---"> } 

for descriptive folder pL 
MITCHELL MFG. COMPANY 
2748 S. 34th St., Milwaukee 7, Wis 





Dept.D 





Two years liberal arts. 
partment. Christian emphasis. 
Educational excellence. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Business Administration. 
Fall session begins September 3, 1951. 
Write for catalog. 

Box BR, Maxton, North Carolina 


Preparatory De- 














DAVIDSON COLLEGE 
Builds 


* For Citizenship 


JOHN R. CUNNINGHAM, President 


® For the Church 
® For Tomorrow 
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Clinton, S. C. 
12 


Box C 


@ Distinctive Christian Education 
oe “ @Military Training in R.O.T.C. 


| Pre sbyterian College 





Marshall W. Brown, President 








Va., to Ames Heights, Lansing, W. Va. 


SUMMER 

W. M. Fairley from Tarboro, N. C., 
to Box 56, Montreat, N. C. 

D. P. McGeachy from Lake Wacca- 
maw, N. C., to Montreat, N. C. 

E. D. Kerr from Decatur, 
Newberry, S. C. 

J. Gray McAllister from Richmond, 
Va., to Box 118, Montreat, N. C. 

George Summey from New Orleans, 
La., to Box 466, Bay View, Mich. 


Ga., to 


LEGION CHAPLAIN 


Milton B. Faust, pastor of the Frank- 
lin church near Salisbury, N. C., was 
recently elected chaplain of the Depart- 
ment of North Carolina of the American 
Legion. 


PITTSBURGH PREACHERS 


Among those scheduled to fill the pul- 
pit of the First church, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
arer ©. Grier Davis, Asheville, N. C., 
July 1; Warner L. Hall, Charlotte, N. C., 
Aug. 12; Wm. E. Phifer, Kansas City, 
Mo., Sept. 2 


DIVESTED 


Ministers divested of office during the 
past year, according to the Assembly’s 
Minutes are: Thos. J. Bradley, Dallas, 
Texas; W. Ted Fix, Fordyce, Ark.; L. 
G. Gebb, Lakeland, Fla.; 
Pine Bluff, Ark.; 
cago. 


Lyle Gregory, 
William Hume, Chi- 


MISSIONARIES 


J. W. Vinson and family from Japan 
to c/o Mrs. W. D. Boone, 4212% S. 
Zenith St., Tulsa 7, Okla. Mrs. Vinson 
was stricken with polio late in May and 
has been in a respirator in the Army 
Hospital at Osaka since then. The fam- 
ily, having served earlier in China, was 
interned by the Japanese in the Philip- 
pines during the war. 

Misses Charlotte Dunlap and Ruth 
Worth of the China Mission are enroute 
to the United States. 

Glenn Murray and family have re- 
turned to the Congo after a furlough 
year in San Antonio. 

Lardner W. Moore and family, from 
Zentsuji, Japan, to 1024 Hurt St., Sher- 
man, Texas. 

The W. C. McLaughlins of Japan are 
expected to arrive in San Francisco July 
12 to begin their furlough year. 

Miss Margaret Archibald, 
to Japan, 
oS. & &, 


missionary 
is scheduled to leave for the 
July 20. 





PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers—Communion Linens 
Embroideries—Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 
Marking 114 Years of 
1857 Service to the Church 1951 
and clerau 

COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.’ 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Safeguarding the Home 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JULY 15, 1951 


Genesis 27:6-7, 15-20; Mt. 19:3-9; I Cor. 13:4-7 


Two dangers which have confronted 
the home in every age and which have 
been intensified by the rapid tempo of 
our present day are illustrated in the 
Scripture passages chosen for our study. 


I. A Divided Houschold 


For many years [saac and Rebekah 
had no children. Finally, after many 
years, Rebekah gave birth to twin sons. 
The first born was Esau; Jacob, the 
second, came forth with his hand on 
his brother’s heel; therefore he was 
named Jacob, which means, ‘He who 
takes by the heel,’’ but which may also 
mean, ‘‘He who takes by the heel to 
trip up,” and, therefore, ‘He who out- 
wits or cheats or takes advantage of.” 
That seems to have been Jacob’s char- 
acter from the very beginning. Even 
as a boy he was shrewd, unscrupulous, 
determined to advance his own inter- 
ests at ail costs, ready to trip up his 
own brother by the heel in order that 
this might be accomplished. 

Resenting the accident of birth which 
gave his twin the birthright (the right 
to succeed his father as head of the 
clan and to inherit a larger share of 
their father’s estate), Jacob determined 
by wile to win it for himself. Very 
shrewdly he took advantage of a cer- 
tain weakness in his brother’s charac- 
ter and bought from him the birthright 
tor a mess of pottage (25:27-34). On 
this occasion Jacob shows himself to 
calcuiating and grasping; 
ungenerous, and 


be shrewd, 
he was unbrotherly, 
cruel toward Esau; undutiful to his fa- 
ther; and presumptuous and faithless 
toward God. 

Esau was not willing to stand by his 
bargain, neither was Isaac ready to 
admit that Esau had any right to dis- 
pose of his rights as the first-born. So 
it came to pass that when Isaac was 
old and his eyesight dim, he sent Esau 
after some vension, of which he was 
very fond, and prepared to bless him 
when he returned. The blessing was 
the formal bestowal of the birthright; 
according to the thoughts of the day, 
it was irrevocable and the words spoken 
at that time were considered to be pro- 
phetic and certain of fulfillment. Re- 
bekah, who favored Jacob and wished 
him to have the birthright and the 
blessing, suggested the successful strat- 
agem which Jacob was easily persuaded 
to follow. She prepared meat, so that 
to the aged Isaac it tasted like his 
favorite venison, and she dressed Jacob 
so that to Isaac’s failing senses he 
seemed like Esau. It is natural to sur- 
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mise that Jacob learned his arts of 
duplicity from, and was encouraged in 
its practice by, his own mother. Cer- 
tain Rebekah was an unwise parent and 
a disloyal spouse. The latent antago- 
nism between the parents was reflected 
and intensified in the growing antago- 
nism between the sons. Betrayed by 
his wife and deceived by his son, the 
unsuspecting Isaac proceeded to bestow 
his blessing on the wrong head. Jacob’s 
children, he declared, would enjoy ma- 
terial prosperity, they would dominate 
their brethren (the descendants of 
Esau), all who cursed them would be 
cursed, and all who blessed them would 
be blessed. This blessing, along with 
the later one bestowed on Esau, indi- 
cate that Isaac’s ideals were rather low 
and materialistic rather than spiritual. 
Raised in such a home, it is not sur- 
prising that Jacob and Esau should also 
have ideals that were low, that the two 
sons had even less interest in religion 
(at this time) than their father. 

When Esau heard of Jacob’s knavery 
he determined to slay him (27:41). To 
avoid this danger Rebekah persuaded 
Isaac to send Jacob away; she assured 
Jacob and sought to convince herself 
that it would be for only ‘‘a few days’”’ 
(27:44). Actually it was twenty years 
Jacob was able to return to 
Palestine, and by then his mother was 
long And continued to 
rely on trickery and deceit until a re- 
ligious conversion 
heart, and Jacob the Supplanter 
vecame Israel, a Prince, who had 
learned at long last the true way to 
prevail with God and man. 

“Happy homes,’’ writes Frank S. 
Mead in Tarbell Teachers’ Guide, ‘‘are 
built on mutual love, on intelligent, sac- 
rificing love, which includes all mem- 
bers of the family and none 
against the other.” Confirmation of this 
statement is found in a recent book 
called Parole Chief, written by David 
Dressler (Viking Press), formerly ex- 
ecutive director of the N. Y. State Di- 
Writes Mr. Dressler: 


before 


dead. Jacob 


finally gave him a 
new 


favors 


vision of Parole. 


“We know that certain conditions 
may yield crime but there’s nothing in- 
evitable about it. The only way to 
the question, ‘What causes crime?’ is 
to forget it and ask instead. ‘What 
caused this person to commit crime at 
this particular time?’ And only by in- 
dividual study of offenders will we gain 
any insight into what made those offend- 
ers and what is needed to help them 
change. I have a hunch as to what 
causative factor will be found most fre- 
quently. It is a psychological and emo- 
tional one. This doesn’t mean that 


environment isn’t extremely potent. I 
certainly agree that no one is born a 
criminal or has to become a criminal. 
I concede that almost without exception 
environment makes the individual crimi- 
nal. The factor [I consider most im- 
portant is produced in part by environ- 
ment too. The factor is absence of 
family love and security in youth. Psy- 
chiatrists say the human organism be- 
gins to be influenced by its environ- 
ment at least from the first hour of its 
birth. They also now assert, somewhat 
reversing an earlier opinion, that you 


can’t give a child too much love. These 
principles to me are all important. 


They have been verified hundreds of 
times in my experience with offenders. 
I can think of very few parolees about 
whom it could not be said that their 
anti-social behavior was in very con- 
siderable measure traceable to family 
influences. [| don’t mean that parents 
taught children to steal, rape, or as- 
sault. I mean that what goes on inside 
a family conditions a child’s behavior, 
emotions, thinking, so that he graduates 
into the large: society the product of 
the smaller.”’ 


After giving a number of case his- 
tories to prove his point, some from 
privileged and some from under privi- 
leged homes, Mr. Dressler adds: ‘In 
the interest of the children there must 
be love not parent and 
offspring, but between the parents too.”’ 
To illustrate the point, he gives the 
case of Carey who once told him, ‘‘From 
the time I was in rompers I can’t ever 
remember being happy or feeling sure 
happen the next minute. 
My folks were always raising hell with 
each other. They didn’t give a damn 
about the fact a kid wants to know he’ll 
always find his father and mother 
home.’’ “I don’t mean to suggest by 
all the ” concludes Mr. 
Dressler, ‘‘that each of the persons de- 
scribed was made criminal exclusively 
through family influences. But security, 
it seems to me, is the thing most nec- 
essary to each of us in this highly com- 
mean emo- 
security. 
Emotional comes from being 
And love should begin in the 


only between 


what would 


foregoing, 


petitive modern world. I 


tional as well as economic 
security 
loved. 
home.”’ 

On the reverse side, drawing from his 
own extensive experience, Mr. Dressler 
reports, “If I had a chance to bet on 
what single factor led most men (i. e., 
parolees) to settle law- 
abiding existence I’d gamble on the love 
of a good woman.” In Jacob’s case it 
was the seeking, saving love of God that 
finally brought him back to the right 
paths. It was only the divine love that 
saved both Jacob and Esau from the 
downward path on which their discord- 
ant home life had launched them. The 
love of God, the love of a husband or 
wife or children — these are the most 
potent influences for good in the life of 
any man. 


down to a 


TI. Broken Homes 
A second danger which has ever con- 
fronted the home is divorce, a danger 
which the tensions of modern life ap- 
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pear to augment generation after gen- 
eration. As the Council on Christian 
Relations reported to the 1950 General 
Assembly: The churches ‘‘see material- 
istic and pagan views of marriage gain- 
ing in influence and popularity. They 


see long-held and high ideals of sex 
discarded for lower standards. They 


see sexual experimentation, both before 
and after marriage, openly sanctioned 
by influential people and given a highly 
persuasive appeal by books, plays and 
motion pictures. They see countless 
couples going into marriages, not 
“soberly, discreetly and in the fear of 
God” but in the cynical and self-indul- 
gent belief that its bonds should be 
quickly loosed if all their whims and 
dreams are not fully and immediately 
realized. 


“What is more, as all this leads on 
to broken homes and divided families, 
our churches see the damage done to 
both individuals and society. Impressed 
by the frequently bitter fruits of divorce 
in the lives of the separated partners, 
they are appalled by the tragic toll 
taken by divorce in the lives of parents. 
They see the piled-up wreckage getting 
bigger year by year. They see a divorce 
rate that has almost trebled in the past 
two decades, and they watch in dismay 
as ‘quickie’ divorces are granted by a 
growing number of states to satisfy a 
rising public demand.” 


What should be the Christian attitude 
toward this mounting evil? That ques- 
tion was once asked of Jesus. ‘And 
Pharisees came up to him, tested him 
by asking, ‘Is it lawful to divorce one’s 
wife for any cause?’ The rabbis, we 
were divided on the question. 
The more rigid school said divorce was 
adultery 
The laxer school said that a man could 
divorce his 


recall, 
permissible only in cases of 
cause. In 


actual practice the views of this Jatter 
school prevailed. 


wife for any 


A husband could di- 
vorce his wife for any cause; a wife 
could not divorce her husband for any 
cause. 

hearers back to 
God’s original purpose in the Creation. 
“Have you not read that he who made 
them from the them 
‘For this 
reason a man shall leave his father and 


Jesus pointed his 


beginning made 


male and female, and said, 
mother and be joined to his wife and 
the two shall become one’? so they are 
What therefore 
together let not 


no longer two but one. 
God has joined 
put asunder.”’ 

Christian 


man 
This then becomes the 
ideal which the church is 
pledged to maintain. 

But the question. 


“Why then did Moses command one to 


Pharisees had a 


give a certificate of divorce and to put 
her away?”’ 

Jesus replied, ‘“‘For your hardness of 
heart divorce 
practical 
The ideals inculeated by the 
church cannot always be _ translated 
into legislation. The people in Moses’ 
day were not ready to accept the divine 
ideal, just as the people as a whole are 
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Moses allowed you to 


your wives.” Moses was a 


legislator. 





not prepared to accept them at the 
present day. The law which Moses ap- 
proved was the only one which was 
possible in his day. Actually it marked 
an advance over previous custom. Men 
generally were allowed to divorce their 
wives without giving any reason for 
their action. Moses compelled them to 
set forth the grounds for the divorce 
in a public document, which afforded 
some protection to the woman, particu- 
larly if the reason was an inconsequen- 
Jesus did not suggest that 
the ideal should be written into the 
law; he did suggest that it should be 
accepted by God’s own people. 

Is divorce, then, ever permissible? 
And if so, under what circumstances? 
There is a difference of opinion here, 
and the Bible itself is not so clear as 
some would like. In Mark’s account of 
the conversation that we are studying, 
which scholars agree is the earliest ac- 
count, Jesus recognizes no ground for 
See Mark 10:1-10. 
In Matthew’s account, written a full 
generation later, the phrase appears, ‘‘ex- 
cept for unchastity,’’ which apparently 
allows divorce in infidelity. 
scholars think that this clause 
was added by later scribes who found 
Jesus’ original teaching a bit too diffi- 
cult; others argue that Mark assumed 
that his readers would recognize that 
there was this one ground for divorce. 
Some churches today base their prac- 
tice on the simple teaching of Mark and 
do not allow divorce under any cir- 
cumstances. Others follow the later 
account of Matthew and allow divorce 
and the right of remarriage to the in- 
nocent party in cases of unchastity. In 
I Corinthians, chapter 7, Paul faces a 
practical problem which has arisen in 
the church in Corinth. If a believing 
husband is deserted by an unbelieving 
wife (or vice versa), is the innocent 
party entitled to a divorce, with the 
right of remarriage in the church. Paul 
says that he is (I Cor. 7:12-16). And 
so some churches, including our own, 
have recognized two legitimate grounds 
for divorce—adultery and irremediable 
desertion. But the fact that both Mat- 
thew and Paul modify the original 
teaching of Jesus, as reported by Mark, 
led some modern Bible students to point 
out that it was not Jesus’ custom to 
lay down binding laws, to be legalisti- 
cally interpreted and applied, but rather 
broad spiritual principles, 
to be applied in love to the various con- 
crete they arise. They 
as did the aforemen- 
tioned report to our own General As- 
sembly, that ‘‘vast numbers of marriages 
in our day are being shattered beyond 
repair by other causes than those held 
to be ‘sufficient causes’ for divorce by 
our standards, extreme physical cruelty 
for example.”’ 


tial one. 


divorce whatsoever. 


cases of 
Some 


to give 


situations as 


also point out, 


The report continues: 


‘But someone may say: What about 
the children—should we not insist on 


keeping a home together for their sakes 


at least? To this the only flat answer 
must be, ‘It all depends.’ There is no 
denying the fact that when a divorce 
puts a wall between two parents it also 
drives daggers into the sensitive spirits 
of their children. Moreover, according 
to Dr. Goode’s studies for the Saturday 
Evening Post, ‘the bewilderment and 
emotional upset such children suffer at 
the time their parents break up, brutal 
as that can be, is only part of the 
picture. All the evidence is that the 
chance of their getting into trouble is 
much greater, and that they are far 
more likely to be unhappy even in their 
adult life than children of normal 
homes.’ All of which, beyond question, 
is a powerful argument in support of 
every honest and reasonable effort by 
the church to prevent homes with chil- 
dren from cracking up. 

“Yet here again no blanket rule can 
be successfully applied. For’ while 
children can be scarred for life by their 
parents’ separation, they may also be 
scarred in still more tragic ways by 
being confined to a home that crackles 
with incurable conflict and tension. Most 
authorities would agree with Dr. Walter 
Stokes, a recognized psychiatrist, when, 
in writing of the increase of crimes and 
mental disorders, he declared: ‘Much 
of the trouble is properly associated 
with divorce and broken homes. But 
it is futile to think that this can be 
corrected by coercing unhappy parents 
to continue a life of domestic misery in 
the vain hope that this will benefit their 
children.’ ” 


In the light of these and other con- 
sideration, the Council on Christian Re- 
lations recommended that “in determin- 
ing practically whether a specific divorce 
is necessary and valid, and also in de- 
ciding whether a particular re-marriage 
of divorced persons is to be approved, 
the church should judge each case on 
its own merits.’”’ The General Assem- 
bly instructed the proper body to bring 
in a proposed revision of our constitu- 
tion for its consideration that would 
make this the rule of the church, and 
this will be done in due time. 

The Council believed however that 
the church can attack the divorce evil 
more effectively at the other end. ‘“In- 
stead of waiting until homes are half- 
broken before starting its attack on 
specific divorces it will begin the attack 
before the homes are founded. It will 
seek to prevent divorce by preparing for 
marriage. Through teaching, counsel- 
ing, special discussion groups, well- 
planned and careful courses in the 
church school— by these and other 
methods it will undertake the task of 
fortifying marriage at all its founda- 
tion levels. It will come to grips with 
all the factors — moral, psychological, 
mental and social—by which a marriage 
can be built or broken. It will not 
hesitate to help its young people learn 
the facts of sex in such a way that sex 
becomes not a shame and a menace, but 
a handmaiden to marriage happiness 
and stability. It will help its young 
people find the sort of recreation that 
sends them, strong of mind and body, 
into all the joys and responsibilities of 
family living. Instead of simply preach- 
ing, it will teach and train. . . .” 
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But all of this will not avail unless 
both parents have something of that 
love which Paul describes in I Cor. 
13:4-7. To inculcate such love, based 
on the love of Christ, is the greatest 
contribution the church or any other 
institution ¢an make toward the safety 
and well-being of the home. 


(Lesson Commentary based on “In- 
ternational Sunday School Lessons: the 
International Bible Lessons for Chris- 
tian Teaching,’ copyrighted 1951 by the 
Division of Christian Education. Na- 
tional Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U. S. A.) 
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JESUS AND THE RESURRECTION. 
By H. A. Williams. Longmans, Green 
and Co., New York. 112 pp., 75 cents 
(paper). 





Here is one more book to remind us 
that the emphasis of the New Testa- 
ment is upon the Resurrection of Jesus. 
The author shows the primary place of 
the Resurrection in the life and thought 
of the early Christians and suggests 
something of the place that it should 
hold in our own experience and creed. 
As the Bishop of London says in the 
foreword to the book, “‘The merit of the 
present book is that it endeavors to 
bring us back to the earlier method of 
thought. It shows that the resurrection 
is not just a fact in history, but that 
it has doctrinal and moral consequences 
of the utmost importance.” 

While laymen will probably find the 
book rather laborious reading, minis- 
ters are sure to find it very provocative 
of thought. If read and digested this 
book will bring to the reader, as it did 
to this reviewer, a greater apreciation 
of the important place which the resur- 
rection of Jesus had in former times 
and should have today in the doctine 
and life of the church. 

BEN L. ROSE. 

Bristol, Va. 


BIBLE HISTORY DIGEST. By Elmer 
W. K. Mould. Exposition Press, New 
York. 201 pp., $3.00. 


‘(Whether one’s approach to the Bible 
is historical, literary, or religious, a 
knowledge of the history contained in 
its pages is absolutely necessary.” Dr. 
Mould, late lamented, has furnished a 
vivid, lucid, and scholarly account of 
the life and environment of the Bible 
people from 2000 B. C. to 100 A. D. The 
book is well adapted for instruction. 
Each section is introduced by a review 
of what happened before. Maps and 
diagrams are numerous. The language 
is designedly and commendably un- 
technical. Dr. Mould urges: ‘‘Let the 
reader of this little book be sure to make 
generous use of the Bible, pausing to 
read the designated passages all along 
the way.” 

E. D. KERR. 

Decatur, Ga. 
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THAT YE MAY BELIEVE. By Peter 
H. Eldersveld. Wm. B. Eerdsman Pub- 
fishing Co., Grand Rapids., pp. 172, 
$2.50. 

This is a volume of 18 sermons on the 
Apostles’ Creed, delivered by the radio 
minister of the Christian Reformed 
Church and broadcast over the Mutual 
Network and other stations. They are 
brief, popular treatments of certain sec- 
tions of the Apostles’ Creed, intended 
for a popular audience, and contain 
some god illustrations. The effect would 
probably be to confirm the faith of those 
who represent the conservative view- 
point of the author, though they are ex- 
pressed in terms which might not be 
convincing to others of a more liberal 
type of theology. Dr. Eldersveld is a 
confirmed believer in his own school of 
Theology, quotes often from the Heidel- 
berg Catechism, and naturally, his mes- 
sages reflect his ecclesiastical training 
and point of view. The fact that he was 
selected as the radio preacher for his 
denomination, and that his sermons 
were heard by multitudes of people, 
would certainly indicate that he is an 
effective preacher. There is a ring of 
sincerity in all that he has to say and 
there are a great many Christians who 
would find this to be a helpful book. 

J. A. MacLEAN. 

Richmond, Va. 
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